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What are the Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards? 

A nationwide arts competition founded in 1923 to encourage and 
recognize young artists, the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards is the 
most prestigious recognition program for teenage artists and writers. 

High school and junior high students who excel in the visual arts and 
creative writing participate in the Awards to earn recognition, get their 
work exhibited or published, and to earn scholarships. 

Of more than 150,000 works submitted every year, more than 30,000 
young artists and writers will be recognized with Gold Keys, Silver 
Keys and Honorable Mention Certificates.  



Nearly 100 organizations partner with the Alliance to present The 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards at the local level in communities across 
the country. These Regional Affiliates, consisting of community based 
organizations, colleges and universities, public school districts, museums, 
newspapers, libraries, teacher organizations, private foundations, and 
businesses share a deep commitment to recognizing the creative 
achievement of young artists and writers. 



The dedicated staff and board of 
the Alliance for Young Artists & 
Writers work tirelessly each year 
to present The Scholastic Art & 
Writing Awards. Among many 
activities, the staff, board, and 
volunteers conduct outreach, 
coordinate with Regional Affiliates, 
organize national judging, solicit 
and disburse scholarships, and 
present the national ceremony and 
student art exhibition in New York 
City. 

The Alliance for Young Artists & 
Writers celebrates the creative 
achievement of America’s teens.  

artandwriting.org 
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Assignment Inspiration 



The Scholastic Art and Writing Awards home page offers a huge array of 
tools that can be used to enhance your classroom and for your students 
benefit.   



100, Ten Times 

This summer you need to take 1000 pictures.  These images will be used in the AP  breadth section of your 
portfolio. Keep the Elements and Principles of Art in the forefront of your mind as you are taking the pictures.  Very 
important. 

Here are the pictures you need to take, and no you can’t use ones you have already taken.  No you can’t use a 
picture you had from 7 years ago.  You need to take NEW pictures, pretty, pretty pictures. 

100 photos of groups of people.  

100 photos of simple shapes made from common objects.  

100 photos of you transformed in someway. 

100 photos of things that are decaying, falling apart, rusting, dilapidated. 

100 photos of ordinary things made into extraordinary things. 

100 images that tell a story. 

100 images taken at night.  

100 images taken of the same thing or person or place at different times during the day. 

100 images that make you laugh or are funny. 

100 images that have intense color. 



Photographs -  National 
Scholastic  
www.artandwriting.org 





Photographs 
from Lakeridge 
High School 
students 





I visit the galleries often to see what student artists are creating 
around the country and to get inspired.  















Portrait Collage 
The following images are examples from gracious MN art educators. For 

educational purposes only.   

LHS student 

Inspired by  

Student work 
in MN 





















The A&W Blog has some of the Gold Medal winning work. I was 
interested in finding a different way approach to self portraits.   















In another search I came across this National award winning image 
that reminded me of a local artist by the name of Jesse Reno. I 
contacted Jesse and arranged a one day workshop for the students.  
The resulting images yielded three Gold Key images at the regional 
level and a whole lot of fun! 



Jesse Reno showing the 
students how to paint with their 
hands. This was a great exercise 
for this particular group of 
students.  They needed to get 
loose! 

Jesse’s 
work. 





















Discussion and Instruction 



How can students who DON’T win 
awards benefit? 

This is an opportunity to teach students about the adjudication 
process they will encounter in all competitions and if they work as 
professional artists. Choosing images of artwork selected for the 
exhibition and beginning a discussion with students about what 

elements are successful in these pieces will help them improve. It will 
also help students learn how to critique their artwork. The Scholastic 
Art Awards are not just for the students who are selected into the 

exhibition. It is a learning experience and opportunity for growth 
for all young artists. 



How do teachers choose what to 
submit? 

Please choose work in which the student has gone above and 
beyond an assignment, shown outstanding technical skill or has 
shown unique individual vision. Avoid artwork with trite imagery or 

typical skill. Although it is difficult, consider the artwork from a 
detached point of view: If you were a juror and saw this artwork 

without knowing the student's story or art background, would you be 
impressed? The Scholastic Art Awards are intended to honor 
students with the highest level of artistic vision, and we 

commend the teachers who help to encourage these students! 



Recognition through Exhibition 
Exhibitions for the Scholastic Art Awards take place at both the Regional and 
National levels. What about an exhibition for your student work? Consider 

creating an exhibition of artwork you have selected for the Scholastic Art 
Awards, or the finalists from your selection process. This is an opportunity to 

show off the artwork from your classroom to parents, principals, 
administrators and others in the community. 



Celebration! 
Celebrating your students’ artistic achievements, including a Scholastic Art Award, 
is an important way to bring validation and show support of your students 
dreams and abilities. Imagine a student that has never heard ‘Your artwork is 
important!’ or ‘What you made is beautiful!’ A moment of encouragement can 
inspire a student to pursue a lifetime of artistic achievement. 





How do I get involved? 

                 artandwriting.org 


